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Living on gifts
Ezequiel, a visitor, experimented during his stay in Auroville with living without money 

to promote a gift economy. He was helped in this by his friend Dror.

If you were in Auroville this winter, chances are
you met Ezequiel. Originally from Argentina he
has been an unusual Auroville guest, hitching rides
and begging meals. He found this opened him up
to many new encounters, and you may have been

one of those who received a Tetra Pak wallet in return for
a meal or a ride. And if you met Ezequiel you are also
likely to have met Dror, his gentle Israeli newfound
friend and co-worker.

When I met Ezequiel and Dror on the Solar Kitchen
roof I was intrigued because I soon found out that
Ezequiel was a former corporate lawyer who, for the last
two months, had been living without spending any
money. 

But let us start at the beginning. Whilst he was in
Bodh Gaya during the Dalai Lama’s 2012 Kalachakra
event, Ezequiel met Dawid, a Polish photographer. The
two of them started to give workshops making wallets
out of used Tetra Paks for local children and eventually
some 700 children participated.

The aim of these workshops was not only to generate
environmental awareness in children by offering them a
chance to learn by creating. It was also an experiment.
Emphasising that it is important that the Tetra Pak wallets must be
given freely and not sold, Ezequiel explains that these wallets help
demonstrate the beauty of the ‘gift economy’. As such, each wal-
let can act as a constant reminder to its recipient to consider what
he or she does with his or her money. Will they use it to support
good causes or spend it on products that harm the environment?

Further workshops on wallet-making were organised in
Mumbai, Dharamsala, Darjeeling, and, finally, in Auroville.
Ezequiel had read about Auroville some years before and had long
wanted to visit. Just before coming to Auroville he ran out of
funds but decided to continue the journey. And somehow he man-
aged. Once here, Ezequiel found Alessandro from Italy, Aziza
from ‘everywhere and nowhere’, Jeremy from the US and others
to help co-ordinate Tetra Pak based workshops in Auroville.
Additional volunteers signed up to be involved on a daily basis.
One of them was Dror, an Israeli army educated facilitator of
group work, who proved to be a great co-worker.

Dror had been working for an Israeli-Nepali NGO in one of
the most poverty-stricken parts of Kathmandu for three months.
Auroville had also long been on his mind. Born in the land of the

Kibbutz he wanted to visit and experience first-hand how people
here were creating a life together according to a higher ideal. So
when the cold hit Nepal, he continued south, intent on continuing
to mix with the culture of local people along the way. 

In all, more than 1,000 children from Auroville and the area
took part in workshops to make Tetra Pak wallets. In the villages
themselves, Tetra Pak board is still an exotic material as it delivers
the produce (soft drinks) in too expensive a manner. In Auroville,
however, several hundred Tetra Paks are emptied every week.

Whilst in the beginning Ezequiel and Dror had plenty of time
to cut Tetra Paks and fold and tape them into wallets, in time they
became involved in other things. Together with Mohanam staff
and friends they helped organise the 2012 yearly Mohanam
Cultural Centre Summer and also became involved with Earth
Day activities.

Ezequiel has a great gift for spotting people that may con-
tribute to his cause. That may have been part of the reason he
began chatting to my husband, Tom, on the roof of the Solar
Kitchen on that very first evening that we met him. Tom was
already working in Last School and Aikiyam, in connection with a

project to make films with schools from different
parts of the world. Subsequently Ezequiel
involved him in a quest to have the kids make a
film for Earth Day.

As part of this endeavour, different teams of
Aikiyam school kids visited various locations,
including Eco services, the International Pavilion,
Svaram instrument makers, Wellpaper, OK’s
Fashion Studio, as well as the Earth Institute and
Bamboo Centre. A week of intense shooting was
rounded off with the Sadhana Forest Earth Day
celebrations at their Children’s Land. 

Both Ezequiel and Dror have now left
Auroville, but are likely to return one day. As Dror
explains ‘I found Auroville to be a place that
offers a lot of opportunity for doing and which
needs young people. Plus, it is nice to be around
people that believe in life’.

For him, spending so much time with
Ezequiel, who was spending no money, was a
challenge. But he feels he learned a lot from
observing his emotions in various situations. As
Dror put it, ‘If you experiment with living on gifts

rather than money exchange it is definitely easier on everyone that
you do it while you are travelling. This way, you do not put too
much of a burden on a few individuals. However, in the end, suc-
cess will depend on how much each one is able to give of himself’.

Tom and I were also subject to learning from Ezequiel’s
experiment, as we ended up putting Ezequiel up for two weeks.
My feeling is that it is more interesting to be able to create and to
share than just asking others to support you. But then again, this is
precisely what Ezequiel taught people to do with the Tetra Pak
wallet workshops.

For Ezequiel, the experiment to live without money was one
of the best things that he ever did. ‘It helped me focus on the pre-
sent as opposed to chasing after material possessions. And it
taught me that people are truly willing to give and share when
there is a need. For this I am forever grateful.’

What is clear to me is that guests passing through Auroville
can greatly contribute to the community, and not only through giv-
ing their material resources. I wouldn’t have wanted to miss out on
meeting Ezequiel and Dror for anything in the world.

Petra

The garbage fires are burning again

During the past summers, thick
clouds of toxic smoke have regu-
larly wafted over the community
and the neighbouring villages,
causing the local inhabitants to

suffer from headaches, nausea and sore throats.
This was caused by combusting waste from the
Karuvadikuppam Puducherry municipal landfill
site near Auroville. In 2009 a group of
Aurovilians came together to coordinate efforts
to remedy this situation. They held discussions
with the Puducherry Government. The
Government responded by allowing a private
firm to compost organic components at the site.
Then, in 2010, they handed over waste manage-
ment at the site to a private company, Kivar
Environ Private Limited (KEPL). To execute the
work, KEPL and the Puducherry Urban
Development Agency formed a joint venture
called Puducherry Municipal Services Private
Limited (PMSPL). Their remit was extensive:
they were made responsible for collecting and
disposing of all Pondicherry’s waste.

At first, as we reported in our recent April
issue, the signs were promising. PMSPL ensured
that the waste at the site was compacted and reg-
ularly turned over and they agreed to use EM to
mitigate the smell. As a result of these remedia-
tion measures, the spontaneous combustion of
the waste which was responsible for many of the
fires and smoke stopped. However, PMSPL
recently quit the project due to differences with

Puducherry Government, and these crucial
remediation measures at the landfill site were
abandoned.

The Pondicherry Garbage Control Group,
made up of Aurovilians taking an active role in
monitoring and trying to improve the situation,
have contacted the local authorities and request-
ed them to continue the simple remediation mea-
sures. The concern was that, without these mea-
sures, methane would build up at the landfill site
and auto-combust, leading once again to the
release of toxic fumes. In response, the Secretary
to the Government, Local Administration
Department, verbally assured them that he
would ensure that the waste at the
Karukavadikuppam will once again be compact-
ed and turned over to prevent burning.

However, on the night of May 28th, there
was a huge fire at the site. Fumes and smoke
blanketed Auroville and the nearby villages and
fire engines had to be called to bring the flames
under control. The all too-familiar smell of
smoke was in everyone’s nostrils again as the
site continued to smoulder for several days. The
Auroville Town Development Council has sent a
letter to the Chief Secretary of the Puducherry
Government expressing deep concern about the
fire and asking that an investigation be made.
Even though, given the prevailing wind direc-
tion, residents of Puducherry were not as badly
affected as Aurovilians, it is hoped that the local
Puducherry media will take up this important

issue. The International Advisory Council also
expressed their concerns on this issue to the
Secretary of Auroville Foundation.

The fire on May 28th was a setback to the
efforts of the Pondicherry Garbage Control team
of Auroville, who were hoping for a smoke-free
summer. However, they are determined to con-
tinue their campaign and now seek to solicit the
support of concerned Puducherry citizens and
local media. 

On the legal front, on the basis of the petition
(with over 3,000 signatures) that Auroville sub-
mitted last year requiring that the Puducherry
authorities implement the orders of the Supreme
Court regarding garbage management, a case has
been admitted by the National Green Tribunal  – a
special fast-track court to handle the expeditious
disposal of environmental cases –  in Delhi and
summons have been served to the respondents.
The case should come up shortly before the
Chennai Bench of the National Green Tribunal. 

Meanwhile, in another development, a num-
ber of illegal dump-sites in the Kottakuppam
area, close to the communities of Ravena and
Forecomers, have also been burning. As this area
is outside the purview of the Puducherry author-
ities, being part of Tamil Nadu, Aurovilians will
meet with the President of the Kottakuppam
Town Panchayat to express their concern about
the illegality of these dump-sites and the ensuing
health hazards and to discuss ways of remedying
the situation. 

Given the pace of India’s development,
proper waste management is a growing nation-
wide concern. Efforts at better waste manage-
ment techniques are hindered not because of the
lack of technological solutions or the lack of
resources, but the lack of political will to enforce
the laws on this issue. It is therefore vital to
mobilize the local media and “awakened citizen-
ry” – educated citizens and Indian-residents – to
act on the issue by insisting on basic rights
regarding public health. 

Alan 

Ezequiel (left) and Dror on Earth Day

Pondicherry Garbage Control Group
requires funding for its efforts:

For donations within Auroville:
Contribute to Financial Services Acct.
No. 251089

For donations outside Auroville:
Make a cheque or demand draft
payable to:
Auroville Unity Fund (specified for
Pondicherry Garbage Control)
Mail the cheque or demand draft to:
Auroville Unity Fund, Town Hall, 
Auroville TN 605 101, India.
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There are three ways to subscribe:
1. Through our website: Subscriptions 
can be oredered and paid on-line through
www.auroville.com/auroville-today
2. By sending your contribution directly 
to Auroville Today: Surrender, Auroville 
605 101, Tamil Nadu, India. Cheques sent 
directly to Auroville Today should be made 
payable to Auroville Unity Fund, specify-
ing: ‘Contribution for Auroville Today’. 
Personal cheques are preferred to bank 
cheques. Please do not send postal money 
orders or cash.

3. By sending your contribution to:
 Germany: Auroville International 
Deutschland e.V. Solmsstrasse 6, 10961 
Berlin, tel. (49) (0)30-42803150, fax: (49) 
(0)30-92091376, email: info@auroville.de.
GLS Gemeinschaftsbank, 
BIC:GENODEMIGLS
IBAN: DE16430609678019389200.
 UK: Auroville International U.K., 
c/o Martin Littlewood, 30 The Green, 
Surlingham, Norwich NR14 7 AG, 
tel. 01508-538300, fax: 01508-537122, 
email: info@aviuk.org

 USA: Make checks payable to Auro vil -
le International USA and send to either: 
USA (1): AVI USA, P.O. Box 1534, Lodi, 
CA 95241-1534, tel.: (831) 425-5620, 
email: info@aviusa.org, or to
USA (2): Auroville Information Office, P.O. 
Box 676, Woodstock, NY 12498, tel.: (1) 
845-679-5358, email: AVINY@aviusa.org

 The Netherlands and Belgium: 
Auro  vil  le International Nederland, Ath-
lonestraat 77, 6524 BJ Nijmegen, Trio-
dos Bank nr 1984.20.927, IBAN: NL26-
TRIO0198 4209 27, BIC: TRIONL2U, 

email: penningmeester@avinl.org.
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Subscription rates (including postage):
 One year subscription rates: India Rs. 
450; other countries Rs. 2,000 equivalent.
 Two year subscription rate: India Rs. 
800, other countries Rs. 3,700 equivalent.
Those for whom the subscription rate is 
an obstacle are invited to contact Auroville 
Today information on reduced rates.
Auroville Today does not receive any funds 
from Auroville. Your subscription (or your 
supporting contribution of double the 
amount) helps us to continue this work.

Auroville Today does not 
necessarily reflect the views of 

the community as a whole.




